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Beankue myxn besiomopss. Kynen ®@énop MuxaiiioBu4 AHTOHOB.
Yerun Upuna Mneunnyna
mupexkrop MBY Kemckuit my3zeit

email: 89215210104@yandex.ru

Ooun 6 none He 60ouH — 3ma N02080pka uzeecmua ecem. Ho cywecmeyem u opyeas, novemy-
mo menee usgecmuas - U o0un 6 none eoun, ecau no-pyccku ckpoen. Kuznv Kemcroeo xynya
Déoopa Muxaiinosuua Anmonosa — oueHb APKUL npuMep UMEHHO MAaKOU MPAKMOEKU NOCO8UYbL.

®enop MuxaitnioBud AHTOHOB pOJAUJICA B CeMbe ¢ J0JIroi u OGoraroif ucropueii. Ero orer,
Muxaun MBanoBu4, Obl1 Kymuom 2-il ruiabauu mo ropoay Kemu, umen 0onblryto cOOCTBEHHYIO
CeMbIO, a TAaK)Ke CoJepXKall KEHY M JeTel ymepiuero Opata. B cembe Muxanna AHTOHOBa ObLIO
nBa cbiHa: MBaH, poauBmmiics B 1798 rony, u @enop, 1802 rona poxnenus. Ob6a oHU TaKxke
3aHUMAJIMCh TOPrOBJICH, B paBHOM CTENEHH Y4acTBys B aenax cBoero otia. B1839 rogy Muxaun
VBaHoBMY ymep, U upe3 Troj OpaThs <IOJIOOOBHO OTICIWIUCH (TaK OTMEYECHO B CIICIIHATbHOM
JOKyMeHTe Ha Bricouaiimee umst), 00pa3oBaB Ka)Iblii COOCTBEHHBIN KaluTal U COOCTBEHHOE JICIIO.

Wms AHTOHOBA 1aBHO OBl KaHyno B JleTy, ecau Obl HE €ro IOHOIIECKHH MOCTYIOK.
Kornma ®enopy ucnonumics 21 ron (B 1823 roay), oH oTIpaBuil Ha UMs TJIABHOTO HavalbHUKA
[Tyreit coobmenust Poccum pa3paboTaHHBIE UM MPOEKT HCKYCCTBEHHOI'O BOJHOTO IIYTH,
coeaunstoero bemnoe mope ¢ banrtukoii.
IIpennoxennslii @. M. AHTOHOBBIM CYJOXOJHBIN IYTh NOYTH IMOJIHOCTBIO COBIMAJal C Tpaccon
benomopcko-bantuiickoro kanana, mocrpoeHHoro poHo uepe3 110 ner! denop He yragan TOIbKO
C 7-KWJIOMETPOBBIM OTPE3KOM IpHU coeqUMHEHUH ¢ benbim Mopem. OH mpeanoxus OypHYIO peKy
BeIr, a cTpoutenu n3dpaim ee MEIKOe U MaJIOBOJHOE OTBETBIIeHHE — peuKy [LImkHs.
Cyns mo BceMy, 10 O(UIIMAIBLHOTO OTBETA «KYNELKOMY CBIHY» TOCYAApCTBEHHBIE BIIACTH HE
CHM3OLIIMA, MOYKET, YCOMHWINCh WJIM BOBCE IOCMESIMCh HaJ| (PAaHTACTUUECKUM  KIPOKEKTOMM.
Torga Ha cnenyromuii rox denop NpeAnpuHAI HEOPAUHAPHBIA U PUCKOBAHHBIN LIAT - CHApPAIUII
JOOKKA C TOBapoM, HaHAJI IpebloB, U yxke B aBrycre mpojenan nyrtb u3 Copoku B CaHKT-
[TeTepOypr, HeMaJl0O MEPENOJIOUIMB TAMOLIHMX TOPIrOBLEB HAa pPbIHKAaX. TpagullMOHHO TOBap M3
[Tomopbst mocTynan Mo CaHHOMY ITYTH TOJIBKO B HosiOpe. HamomHio, eMy MCIOJIHMIIOCH TOJIBKO 22
roaa. M Ha cnepyromuii ron GEROp NOBTOPUII CBOM MHOTOTPYIAHBIN ITYTh.
UYepes Tpu roga oxunanus, B 1827 rony, ®@. M. AHTOHOB HampaBuil npolieHue B JlemaprameHT
MaHy(pakTyp ¥ BHYTpeHHeW Toproeiau. M cHoBa oH TpeOyeT TocyqapCTBEHHOTO BHUMAaHMS K
YCTPOMCTBY CYIOXOJHOIO ITyTH.

B oxunanun orBeta @. M. AHTOHOB elie He pa3 oOpalaercs K BIacTsM ¢ HAlOMUHAHUEM.
[Tumer B JlenaprameHT MaHy(hakTyp U BHYTPEHHEW TOPrOBIM: «... INPEACTABICHUE CUE UMETh B
BUJY JI0 YAOOHOTO cCiydas, K OTIPABICHUIO MHXKEHEPHOro oduuepa s 0003peHHs U ONUCAHUS
MECTOIIOJIOKEHUI MHOIO YIIOMUHAEMBIX».

[Tpocutr MunmcTepcTBO PUHAHCOB: «YHOTPEOUTHh COACUCTBUE K CIOCHEIIECTBOBAHUIO COCTUHEHUS
Mopei benoro ¢ bantuiickum M BHYTPEHHHMH CHCTEMaMH IIOCPEACTBOM HUCIIPABIEHUS XOJa IO
BBILIECYIIOMSAHYTBIM pekaM Bbiry u TelleKMHCKOM U 03epaM... 4eM JOCTaBUTCS KUTEISAM CEBEPHOIO
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Kpasi BO3MOYKHOCTh Pa3MHOKUTh ITPOMBICIBI CBOM M HECOMHHTENbHBIN COBIT OHBIX, @ BMECTE C TEM
HE TOKMO oOecreyeHbl OyAyT JOCTaTOYHOIO IUIATOIO 3a TPYJ MX, HO YMHOXXEHHEM IPOMBICIOB U
JICIIIEBOIO LIEHOIO OHBIX, BBITECHUTCS] COBEPILICHHO ITPUBO3 HOPBEICKUX CEJIbICH».

Co ckpuroM, HENOBOPOTIMBO, OJHAKO K€, TOCYJapCTBEHHass MallnHa 3apaboTaia.
Munuctp ¢unanco Erop @panuesnu Kankpun HanpaBuil npeanucaHie reHepai-ryoepHaropam -
apXaHTeJIbCKOMY, BOJIOTOJICKOMY M OJIOHEIIKOMY. MUHHCTpP MOMPOCUI BOWTH B paCCMOTpPEHHE U
coobpakeHre oHoro» npoekra @.M. AHTOHOBa U JI0JIOKUTh MHEHHUE. ['yOepHCKoe MpaBiieHHE U3
ApxaHrenbcka CIyCTWJIO pelleHHe NpoOjeMbl Ha MecTHbIH ypoBeHb. M B MockBe, U B
Apxanrenbcke, 1 B KeMu 0lMHaKOBO XOPOILIO MOHUMAIIH, YTO pedb HJIET HE TOJIBKO 00 0100peHnH
win HeonoOpenuu. Kto Oynet 3a 3T0 miaTuTh, BOT B YeM ObLI INIaBHBINA BOIpoc. M oHO3HAYHAs U
6€30roBOpoYHast MOIEP’KKa IPOEKTOB MOIJIa 03HaYaTh CTOJIb KE OJJHO3HAYHYIO PEAKIUIO BHICIICH
BJIACTU: BaM HaJ0 — BBl M IUiatuTe. Havanace KycrapHas AMIUIOMATHs U OOBIYHOE KPECThSIHCKOE
XUTpOBaHCTBO. O MpUUMHE CBOEH BUTHEBATOCTH KEMCKUE MYJpEIbl BCE-TaKU MIPOrOBOPHIINCH, MO,
«Ha cell mpeaMer MoTpeOyeTcs 3HAYUTEIbHAs CyMMa», a TOCEMY OHHU «IIOJIaraloTcsi BO BCEM Ha
671aroycCMOTpEHHE. .. HAYaJIbCTBAY.

K cosanenuto, HU cpeau ToBapHiei-kymioB B Ilomopbe, HU B cpele TyOepHCKOro 4u-

HOBHMYECTBA B ApXaHIelbCKe, HU JIaXKe B MPaBUTENbCTBE Poccuy He HAIIOCh YeIOBEKa, PaBHOTO
®enopy AHTOHOBY, IO MacmTady rocyaapcTBeHHOro MeinuieHHs. K HecuacTpio, y Hac Takoe
CIIlyyaeTcs Ha BCe BpEMEHa — «HECTb MPOpoKa B cBoeM OTedecTBe.
Mexay TeM paciiupeHre IPOMBICIOB U POCT TOPTOBIM CAMBIM HACTOSITEIBHBIM 00pa3oM TpeboBal
BbIxosa. CBoOONA MepeMelleHHsl TOBapOB M JEHEr — OCHOBOIIOJArarollee YCIOBHUE DPa3BUTHUS
pbiHKa. OJHAaKO MyTh MOJHOCTBIO 3aBHCEN OT KalpU30B Morojisl. B oxxunanuu Mmopo3oB B [loBeHie
ckarumBaiuch 10 2000 moxBoa ¢ ToBapoM. Cronma mpuObiBano exerogHo a0 110 Teicau mymoB
pbI0BI (40 ThICSY cynoB Gemomopckoro u 70 ThICSY MyI0B MypMaHcKoro yinosa). B 60-e roaer XIX
Beka mno uHHnuatuBe kynunoB CasuHa u3 Kepern m Boponmna n3 Cymckoro mocaia Obuia
NpEeANpUHATA yIauyHas MOMbITKa 0cTaBiATh Ipy3bl ¢ Kapenbckoro Ilomopest B Cankr-IletepOypr
MopsiMH, Bokpyr CkaHauHaBcKoro mnoxyoctpoBa. M 3a 1895-1899 roxasl BEIBO3 TOBapa BBIPOC 10
252,6 TeicsuM mynoB B roa. BooOmie, mo maHHbIM Kapenbckoro mctopuka H. A. KopaGneBa, Ha
PBIHOK «ceBepHOM [laneMupsI» nmocTynana nojgoBuHa Beelt peIObl, 100bIBaeMoit Ha Mypmane.

Mexay TeM B 0OIIECTBEHHOM CO3HaHUU UJiesl CTpouTesibeTBa benomopcekoro kanana Hayana
CaMOCTOSTENIbHYIO JKU3Hb, OTJENbHYIO OT ero aBropa. K koHiy XIX Beka «Onbmmnoreka» npoeKToB
benomopckoro kaHana cocrosia yxe U3 MoJayTopa JecITKOB TOMOB.

Mseicu kynna u3z Kemu @enopa MuxaitioBuua AHTOHOBa 3aHUMall HE OJHMH TOJIBKO

benomopckuii kanan. OH XOpoIlo 3HaN KpailHE TPYAHOE, a B CAHUTAPHO-OBITOBOM CMBICIE U
IUTAYEBHOE TOJIOKEHHE, B KOTOPOM HAXOAMJIMCh U MPOMBICIOBHKH-3BEpOOOM W MPOMBICIBI Ha
Mypmane, B ropiie benoro mopst u Ha Ulnunodeprene. 28-netnum (B 1830 romy) ©.M. AHTOHOB
nojan Ha uMms rocynaaps Hukomas | mpouieHue - mpoekT ¢ HPEUIOKEHHSAMH 10 JajbHeHiemy
u3yuyeHnto U ocBoeHuto lllnunbeprena, a Takke cO3JaHMS Ha HEM IOCTOSIHHBIX PYCCKHX
noceneHnid. Kak M NpoeKkT «BOJASHOIO MyTH», HOBas MJesl KEMCKOIo KyIlla MpoIlia BCe KPYyru
paccMoTpeHHst B cocenHux ryoepHusx Pycckoro CeBepa, a 3aTeM BepHyJachb B ApXaHI€NIbCK.
I'ybepHckoe mpaiieHre ¢ 00IeryeHueM CBaIWIo npobieMy co cBoux mied. OHO KOHCTaTUPOBAJIO,
YTO «HUKAKOTO 3aKJIOYEHHUS CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI OIpENeNUTh HE MOXKET, a Iojaraer
HPOMBIIIJICHHOCTh CHIO IPEACTaBUTh HAa BOJIIO KYIEYEeCTBA, KOTOPOE, CTapasich O MOJIb3€ CBOCH, HE
IPEMUHET BOCIOJIb30BATHCS TAKOBOO TPOMBILIUIEHHOCTHIO.
N cuoBa ®enop MuxaiinoBuu okxazaics He noHsaT. OH npeanaran uapro geno ['OCY-
JAPCTBEHHOE! Ha Gonbuioii pa3max u AajdbHIOIO MEPCIIEKTUBY. A €ro MOBOpauyMBaJIM Ha Y3KYIO
CHUIOMHHYTHYIO KYyI€4ecKylo 1mojib3y. Hy a B TOil moJib3e OH MOHUMAJl HUYYTh HE MEHbILIE CaMOTO
napsi.

He tpynno ybOemutbcs B Npo30piaMBOCTH AHTOHOBa. Yepe3 mosBeka MOCIEe €ro
npemioxkenuit, B 1897-1899 rogax, tonmpko u3 Apxanrenbcka Ha llnunbepren xoaumo go 18
cynoB. B ce3on 3xeck obutanu no 400 pycckux mpoMbICIOBUKOB, n00bBas 10 1000 mopxeii.
VYcnoBus, B KOTOPBIX UM MIPUXOJMIIOCH KUTh U pab0TaTh, 324aCTyI0 OBUIM MPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMBIMH.
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Kak 3HaTh, mpuMu apckoe NpaBUTENbCTBO Mpemiokenne @. M. AHTOHOBA, 1 He ObUIO OBl CETOIHA
OECKOHEYHBIX  TEPPUTOPUAIBHO-IKOHOMHUYECKMX mpobnem Ha  Ilnunbeprene, KoTopbie
CYIIECTBYIOT BOT YK€ TpU CTOJETHS, TpO3sl IMepepacTd B MOJUTHUYECKOE MPOTHUBOCTOSHHE.
Ocob6enno octpo 3ta npodiema Bcrana B 2014 roxy! Korma Mbel B My3ee pacckaszain O MPOEKTe
AntonoBa 3amecturento IIpencemarenss Coera besomacnoctn P®, oH ObLT OYECHb YAMBIEH
MPO30PIMBOCTH KEMCKOTO KYIILA.

OmuH u3 peanuzoBaHHbIX IpoekToB dénopa MuxaiinoBuua — opranuzauus B Kemu
HIKUIIEPCKUX KypcoB. IloHMMas 3HaUuMMOCTh IOATOTOBKY KaJpOB MECTHBIX cynoBoauteneil, denop
AHTOHOB CTaJl OJHUM W3 HMHUIMATOPOB OTKpbITUA B Kemu MopexonHO#l HIKOJbl. OTa IIKOJA,
nosyuuBias HasBaHue «lllkumepckue Kypcel», Hadaiga cBOK pabory B 1842r. B nmanpHeimiem
®enop MuxaiyioBUd HEOAHOKPATHO BHOCHUJI IEHEKHBIE [I0KEPTBOBAHUS HA €€ HYXK/bI.

®enop AHTOHOB MPHHSAJ Y4acTHE B OPraHU3ALMU PETYSIPHOTO MAPOXOJHOTO COOOIICHHUS
no benomy u bapenuesomy mopsm. Bmecte ¢ npyrumu kemckumu kynunamu /[l JlomoseiM, WM.
Hopkunbiv, H. EnmszapoBsiM OH craynm uineHoM — maimukoMm TosapuiuectBa benomopcko —
MypMaHCKOTO CPOYHOTO IMapoXOJACTBA, KoTopoe ObuIo cozmano B 1870 romy B ApxaHrenbcke.
CoBmecTHBIN KanuTai 3toro odmiectsa paBHsuica 150 Teicsiuam py6neii. B 1871 rony akumnoHepsl
3aKynuiIv B AHIIIMKM napoxoabl «Benmukuii kHA3b Anekceii» um «Kauanos». OTu cyna cramum
OCYILIECTBIIAATh  TOBAPHO-NIACCAKUPCKUE MEPEBO3KUM MEXJIYy HOPBEKCKMM IoOpToM Baprg,
MypmaHCKOM U ApXaHT€JIbCKOM.

Emé onumu peanu3oBaHHBIA mpoekT: Penop MuxaiioBuu BHeC OOJNBLIYIO JENTy B
cTpouTtenbcTBO brarosemienckoro cobopa. OH nepenan Ha 3TO CBATOE JIEJI0 95 ThICAY pyOeit — 1o
TEM BpeMeHaM 3To OblIH Oosbiine aeHsru. Cobop crpomsics noutu 22 roja, 6wut ocBemén B 1904
roxy. IloHATHO, YTO peanu3alUio ATOr0 MpoeKkTa AHTOHOB Yyxe He yBuzaed. Ho coGop BeDKMI
Halepekop BCEM HCIMbITAHWAM, MCTEp3aHHBIA noxapamu u nepectpoiikamu. M ¢ 2000 roxa mpu
co0ope co37jaH MYXCKOW MOHAcThIph BO MMsi HoOBOMyueHUKOB M HCMOBETHHKOB Poccuiickux, a
MEIeHaTOM peKOHCTpyKuMu codopa BeicTynui OAO Pocuedrs.

[Tocnequue roxet  @©.M.  AHTOHOB  3aHUMalCid  TOPrOBO-IPEAIPUHUMATENBCKON
JesITebHOCTBIO B TBepcKoit rybepHuH, a paBo Ha BefeHue Jienl Ha CeBepe JOBEPUII CBOEMY ChIHY
Muxanny. HensBectHo, 1o xakoi npuunHe @enop MuxaitsioBnu AHTOHOB yexan u3 Kemu B ropon
OcramkoBo. Ho wumenno u3 OcramkoBa poaoM Obul ero oten. bbulo w310 permieHue
IIPOJAUKTOBAHO CIIBIIIAHHBIMU B JIETCTBE PAaCCKa3aMM, CEHTUMEHTAJIbHBIM CTPEMJICHHEM YBHUIETH
POJUHY OTIa MO0 OTYasSTHUEM OT HEMIOHUMAaHUs?

Ymep @.M. AutoHoB 13 okTs6ps 1873 rona B Mockse. I1o ero 3aBemanuio u B mpu3HaHUE
€ro 3aciyr mnepej MpaBOCIABHON LIEPKOBBIO M MeCTHBIM coobiiectBoM demopa Muxaitnosuua
MOXOPOHWIIM PSIIOM € Y CIIEHCKUM co00poM. Moruiia 3Toro He3aypsiIHOTO YeloBeKa, 00OTrHaBIIETO
MBICIBIO BpeMsi Oojiee ueM Ha CTOJIETHE, U CErOJHs CTOUT B orpaje YcreHckoro cobopa. Ha
CTapUHHOM TaMSTHHUKE U3 TPaHUTa BEIOUTA SnUTadus:

«Ha xnagHpIx TYHAPBI Oeperax
1100 mpaxom ceseprotl npupoodvt
Ilposen 6 3a6omax u mpyoax
Csoeti mvl Monodocmu 200ul.
Kozoa sic u menom, u ymom
Oxpen mul, CUTbHBII U MO2YYULL,
He moz moi ocums 6 kparo poonom
C ceoeti sHepaueii kunyyei.
Ho ne 3a0vi1 mol kpaii newanbHuli,
Bceeoa nrobun ezo oywioii,
U 6 20po0 Kemw, Ha cesep danvHull
Te1 npax eenen omnpasums ceou».
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DT0 WCTOPUS TOJLKO ONHOW JuuHOCTH. O MHOTHX BEJIHMKHX MYXax, TyMaBImux o bemom mope,
MOXKHO U HY)KHO pPacCKa3bIBaTh. Takue JTUYHOCTH €CTh M OyAyT. XOYeTCs TOJBKO MOXKENaTh HaM
BCEM HE 0OATHCA OBITH B HOJIE€ OHUM BOMHOM !

B nentpe coin @énopa AuToHOBa Muxauin
¢oro 1917 r. aBrycr
In the center the son of Fyodor Antonov Mikhail Photo 1917, August

bnarosemenckuii cobop B Kemu //
The Cathedral of the Annunciation in Kem

Hcnonp30BaHbI MaTepualibl.

Konemanmun 'nemmues, «llymewecmsue cmpannozo uenosexa». (Journey of a strange man)
Ilemposasoock, uzoamenvcmeo «Ocmposa» 2013 2.

TBP-Ilanopama 01.03.2006 «Beunwie yennocmu» (Eternal value). K. I'nemnes.

Mamepuanvt uz ponooe MBY «Kemckuii myzeir» (Materials from funds of MBU ““Kemsky Museum)

Outstanding men of Belomorie. Merchant Fyodor Mikhailovich Antonov
Ustin Irina Iliynichna

Director of Kem Museum
email: 89215210104@yandex.ru

There is a well-known proverb in Russia - you can not fight if you are alone . But another
one says quite the contrary — A Russian guy can fight alone. The life of a Kem merchant Fyodor
Mikhailovich Antonov is a good example of the latter one.

Fyodor Mikhailovich Antonov was born in a family with the long-term and rich history. His
father, Mikhail Ivanovich, was the merchant of the 2™ gild in the City of Kem, had a large own
family and also supported a wife and children of his deseased brother. Mikhail Antonov had two
sons: Ivan born in 1798, and Fyodor in 1802. Both of them were engaged in the trade equally
participating in affairs of their father. In 1839 Mikhail Ivanovich died, and in a year the brothers
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“amicably separated” (so it was mentioned in the special document addressed to His Imperial
Majesty), having set up on their own capital and business.

Antonov’s name would have sunk into oblivion if not his youthful deed. When Fyodor was
21 (in 1823), he proposed a project of an artificial water-way connecting the White Sea with the
Baltic, addressing it to the Main chief of communication lines of Russia.

Proposed by F.M.Antonov navigable waterway almost fully matched the route of the White
Sea-Baltic Sea canal built 110 years later! The only difference is 7-km section of connection with
the White Sea. He proposed to use the river Vyg — with lot of water and numerous rapids, and the
builders chose its shallow and low-water branch — the river Shiznya.

By all accounts, the state authorities did not deignto official response to a merchant’s son or
maybe doubted or laughed at the fantastic project. Then Fyodor undertook an ingenious and risky
step next year — he equipped boats with goods, hired rowers and led them from Soroka to Saint
Petersburg. Their arrival in August caused a great turmoil at the market, because traditionally
goods from Pomorie arrived by sled road only in November. It should be noted that at that time he
was only 22. And next year Fyodor repeated his laborious way.

After three years of waiting, in 1827 Antonov forwarded a petition to the Department of
manufactories and domestic trade. And again he tried to attract attention of the authorities to the
necessity of building of a navigable waterway from the White Sea to Saint-Petersburg.

While waiting for the answer, Antonov kept reminding authorities about his project. He
wrote to the Department of manufactories and domestic trade: “... this submission to be kept in
mind till favorable occasion, for the sending of engineer officer for observation and description of
locations mentioned by me”.

He asks the Ministry of Finance: “to provide support in organizing connection between the White
Sea and the Baltic Sea and internal systems by modifying the route through the mentioned above
rivers Vyg and Telekinka and lakes... this would provide local people with the with opportunities
to develop their business and ensure market for their goods, and with growth of fisheries and low
price of them, will completely force out Norwegian herring from our market”.

With many difficulties slowly and sluggishly the governmental machine started to work. The
Minister of finance Yegor Franzevich Kankrin sent a direction to governors of Arkhangelsk,
Vologda and Olonets. The Minister asked “to start reviewing and considering this” project of
Antonov and report their opinions. Arkhangelsk regional governor transferred the problem down to
the local level. Authorities in Moscow, Arkhangelsk and Kem all understood pretty well that the
matter is not only about approval and disapproval. Who will pay for this — that was the main issue.
Straighforward support of any project would result in equally straightforward reaction of the
supreme power: you need — you pay. The primitive diplomacy and usual peasants’ ruse started.
Kem aristokracy explained that “for this affair we’ll need significant amount of money”, and
therefore, they “rely completely upon kind consideration... of the highest authority”.

Unfortunately, no person matching Fyodor Antonov’s ability to think on a large scale was
found among his companion merchants and officials in Pomorie, neither in the Russian government.
It is a typical situation - “no man is a prophet in his own country”.

At the same time expansion of fisheries and growth of the trade made it necessary to find
some way out to larger markets. Free movement of goods and money is crucial for market
development. However the way completely depended on weather. Up to 2000 carts with goods
accumulated in Povents (a place in Southern Karelia halfway from the White Sea to Saint-
Petersburg) every November waiting for snow cover to make it possible to continue the way to
Saint-Petersburg. Annually up to 110 thousand poods (pood = 16.8 kg) of fish arrived here (40
thousand poods from the White Sea and 70 thousand poods from Barents sea). In 1860s merchants
Savin from Keret and Voronin from Suma (Northern Karelia) undertook a successful attempt to
deliver goods from Karelian Pomorie to Saint Petersburg by sea, around Scandinavia. In1895-1899
shipment increased up to 252.6 thousand poods per year. In general, according to data of Karelian
historian N.A.Korablyov, half of all Murman catch arrived to Saint-Petersburg market.
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Meanwhile the public awareness of the necessity of constructing the White Sea Canal started to
grow . By the end of 19" century more than a dozen projects of White Sea canal had been
proposed.
Fyodor Antonov was absorbed not just with the White Sea canal project. He knew very well
extremely hard conditions of work and life of professional fishermen and hunters in the bottleneck
of the White Sea and on Spitsbergen. Being 28 years old Antonov forwarded a petition addressed
to the Tsar Nickolay | — a project with proposals for the further study and development of
Spitsbergen, and establishing of permanent Russian settlements on it. As the project of “waterway”,
the new idea of Kem merchant passed all the circles of consideration in the neighboring province of
the Russian North and then returned to Arkhangelsk. The province government took the problem
off their shoulders with relief. They stated that “they can’t make any conclusion themselves and
suggest to leave this matter within the competence of merchants, who take good care of their own
benefits and will definitely use the opportunity to develop a promising industry”.
Again Fyodor Antonov was misunderstood. He proposed the state-scale project with the wide
scope and far perspective. And the reply was given in terms of narrow everyday profit — issue
which Antonov was competent in no less that the Tsar

It is easy to see how foresighted Antonov was. Fifty years after his proposals, in 1897-1899,
up to 18 ships departed from Arkhangelsk to Spitsbergen. During the season up to 400 Russian
professional fishermen lived on Shpitsberen catching up to 1000 walruses. Conditions of their life
and work were often very hard. When in museum we told about project of Antonov to the Vice
Chairman of Security Council of RF, he was surprised with the farsightedness of Kem merchant.

One of the implemented projects of Fyodor Mikhailovich was organization of skipper school
in Kem. Understanding the importance of training local navigators, Fyodor Antonov became one of
the founders of the nautical school in Kem. This school called “Skipper Courses” began its work in
1842. Fyodor Mikhailovich provided financial support to the school.

Fyodor Antonov took part in organization of regular shipping traffic in the White and
Barents Seas. Together with other Kem merchants D.Lomov, I.Norkin, N.Elizarov, he became a
shareholder of Partnership of the Belomorsky-Murmansky Steamship Line, which was established
in 1870 in Arkhangelsk. Joint capital of this partnership amounted to 150 thousand rubles. In 1871
shareholders bought steamships “Velikiy Knyaz Aleksey” and “Kachalov” in England. These ships
started the passenger and commodity traffic between the Norwegian port Vardo, Murmansk and
Arkhangelsk.

Besides, Fyodor Mikhailovich made his contribution to the construction of the
Annunciation Cathedral in Kem. He provided a generous support of 55 thousand rubles — a
considerable sum at that time. Construction of the Cathedral took almost 22 years, it was
consecrated in 1904 and Antonov did not see the implementation of this project. But the Cathedral
has survived notwithstanding all the ordeals of XX century, tormented by fires and reconstructions.
From 2000 a monastery was established in the name of Russian New martyrs and confessors; the
sponsor of the Cathedral reconstruction was OAO Rosneft.

Last years F.M.Antonov was engaged in trade and entrepreneur activity in Tver region and
entrusted his son Mikhail with the right to handle business in the North. It is not known, why
Fyodor Mikhailovich Antonov left Kem and moved to Ostashkovo (a small town between Moscow
and Saint-Petersburg) — maybe because his father was born in Ostashkovo. Was this decision
dictated by stories heard in his childhood, sentimental desire to see the native land of his father or
despair because of the lack of understanding?

F.M.Antonov died on 13 of October 1873 in Moscow. According to his testament and in
recognition of his services to the Orthodox Church and local community Fyodor Mikhailovich was
buried near the Dormition Cathedral. The tomb of this outstanding person, whose thought outrun
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the time for more than a century, is still within the fencing of the Dormition Cathedral. The

inscription on the granite monument says:

«Ha xnaownvix mynopul bepecax
1100 mpakom ceseproll npupoobl
Ilpogen 6 3abomax u mpyoax
Csoeii movl Mo1000CHU 2000,
Koeoa oic u menom, u ymom
Okpen mul, CUTbHBIL U MO2YYULL,
He moe mut sicumo 6 kpaio pooHom
C ceoeti snepeueti kunyuetl.

Ho ne 3a0b11 moi kpail newanvhbilil,
Bceeoa nrobun eco oywot,

U 6 20po0 Kemw, Ha cesep Oanvruil
Te1 npax genen omnpasums ce0U».

(Translation of the content: You spent your young years on cold coast of tundra but when you
became strong enough you couldn’t live in your native country with your tireless energy. But you
haven’t forgotten your country and ordered to send your ashes to the City of Kem)

This is the history of just one person. We can and should tell about many outstanding men that
were working towards the development of the White Sea region.. Such people are are a good
example to all of us.

The Dormition Cathedral in Kem The monument on the
tomb of Fyodor Mikhailovich Antonov

Pictures from funds of Kem Museum.

IHoaxoabl Kk NIIAHMPOBAHMIO JIA LeJIel YCTONYMBOr0 pa3sBUTHA HA MECTHOM YPOBHeE

Ceernana ®penoa, He3aBucuMbIil KOHCYJIBTAHT 1O pa3BUTHIO, KaHauaar Ha couckanue
nokTopckoit crenenn CBoOoHOTO YHUBepcuTeTa Amcrepaama (Hunepnansr)

B 0oknaoe coenan 0630p Kirouesvix NpUHYUNOS, onpedesieHuli U Memooos, Komopwvie Mo2ym 0vimb
UCNONIb308AHBL NPU NIAHUPOBAHUL O/ 0DEeCneyeHls YCMOUYUB020 PA3GUMUsL HA MECIHOM YPOBHe.
HUngopmayus npedcmasnena makum oopazom, 4moobvl MeHeoIcepvl U Iuyd, OmeemcmeeHHble 3a
NPpUHAMUe peueHutl, MO2IU UCNOIb3068AMb CIMPYKMYPUPOBAHHBIUL NOOX00 K DPEUEHUI0 80NPOCO8
yemouuueozo pazeumusi. [lnanuposanue 0 obecnevenust ycmoudugo2o pazeumusi 00IHCHO Oblmb
OCHOBAHO ~ HA NPUHYUNAX NOOOMHYEMHOCMU, MYIbMU-CEKMOPAIbHOCMU, JIecUMUMHOCIU U
NPO3PAYHOCMU, A MAKdce OOINHCHO ObIMb PACCUUMAHO HA O0N20CPOYHYIO nepcnekmusy. L{uxn
NAQHUPOBAHUSL  MOJIcem  Oblmb  pazoum  Ha 4 osmana: uHUyUUpOBaHUe, pazpabomKa,
ocywecmenenue, MOHUmMopune u oyenka. Ha xascoom smane O0NIHCHBL  ObIMb  NOJYYEHbI
onpeoenennvie pe3yibmamsl U UCHOIb308AMbC ONPeOeleHHble Memoodbl, GblpabOmanuvle HA
OCHOBAHUU MENCOYHAPOOHO20 ONbIMA.
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